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Dates for your diary 

2022 

8 Sep  First rehearsal 

20 Oct  AGM (7pm) 

27 Oct  Half term 

3 Dec Concert 

 

2023 

5 Jan  First rehearsal 

16 Feb  Half term 

6 & 13 Apr Easter holiday 

20 May  Concert 
 

Rehearsals  

Thursdays 7.15 to 9pm. Scores 
available from 6.45 at the first two 
rehearsals in Sep and Jan. 

Music for Autumn session 

Elgar: From the Bavarian Highlands 

Holst: Christmas Day 

John Rutter: Gaelic Blessing 

Eric Whitacre: The Seal Lullaby 

Ola Gjeilo: Northern Lights 

Music for Spring session 

Handel: Messiah 

Voice representatives 

SOP 1  Pauline Rossi  

SOP 2  Sheila Handover  

ALTO  Annie Dayment  

TENOR  Roger Baron  

BASS  Jeff Grist  

 

 

 From the Chairman 

Looking back 

How wonderful it has been to get back to live rehearsing and 
concerts. This has only been possible because of your 
willingness to adhere to Covid mitigations and it is a cause for 
celebration that there have been no reported cases of 
transmission of the virus when we have met up.   

This has been Tim’s first ‘proper’ year as MD and he has risen 
so well to the challenge of running practices with sufficient 
rehearsing to develop our singing to concert standard while 
allowing us to enjoy stretching our voices. Thank you, Tim, for a 
great year. 

On the financial side, the committee were worried when 
planning the year that we wouldn’t make ends meet, but 
decided we could dig into reserves, if necessary, in order to 
have two good concerts with excellent soloists. I am sure you 
will agree that we succeeded. And we have in fact just 
squeaked into the black, so we can continue to plan equally 
magnificent concerts in the future, with orchestras in May. 

Our success would not have been possible without the 
dedication and commitment of our trustees and MD and I thank 
them from the bottom of my heart for their expertise and support 
during an unusual year. 

Ro Rickett 

Ro joined Shaldon Singers just after it was founded and she put 
her heart and soul into the choir as singer, committee member 
and chairman over a span of 40 years. She was a member right 
to the end and kept singing on Zoom until she became too ill to 
do so. Ro died in November 2020. As there has been no 
memorial service to her, which we could have taken part in, we 
plan to celebrate Ro in our own inimical way. We have decided 
that there will be a tribute to her in the Christmas concert and 
we will sing one of her favourite pieces, John Rutter’s Gaelic 
Blessing (Deep Peace).  

Looking forward 

You will see from the programme for the year that there is 
variety in the choices of music. Having sung two, very different, 
masses at our recent concert, we have chosen the secular 
From the Bavarian Highlands by Elgar as the major work at 
Christmas, together with some modern short items. Over the 
years, we have sung a great range of classical music and our 
aim is to continue to do so. 

On the Covid front, the committee have decided to return to as 
near normality as we reasonably can, while keeping a watchful 
eye on the situation. As things stand now, mask wearing around  
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Retiring collections 

The retiring collection at our 
December concert raised £360 for 
Devon Freewheelers, while in May 
£420 was raised for HITS 
(Homeless In Teignbridge 
Support). R J Waldron, operations 
manager at HITS, writes: 

I would like to say an enormous 
thank you on behalf of our Trustees 
and Team of volunteers for your 
generous donation of £420. It is the 
kindness of organisations like 
yourself, the public, businesses 
and the volunteers of Teignbridge 
and the surrounding areas that 
keeps HITS going and enables us 
to provide this valuable service 
within the community to the 
vulnerable and those less 
fortunate. 

We are currently experiencing a 
large increase in the number of 
food parcels we make up – in 
excess of 130 per week – due to 
price rises for gas, electricity, food 
and the general cost of living, so 
every donation we receive is very 
much appreciated. 

the church will be optional and we will not require singers to 
be spaced out. We will open the doors wide during the interval 
in order to air the church. 

All is, therefore, set for a really good year to come. 

Best wishes, Ann Pardoe 

 

From the Musical Director 

Well, we made it, folks, and finished the season in a suitably 
celebratory way!  

On return to live rehearsals in September, I think it is fair to 
say that there was a huge sense of relief on my part – no 
more ‘Zooming’. My thanks to Ann and the committee for their 
tireless work on ensuring that we were all able to attend 
rehearsals in a Covid-secure environment. Having got used to 
distanced singing, the challenges of bringing the choir back 
together as a singing body were not insignificant but we rose 
to the challenge and grew in confidence week by week.  

The next challenge was the lack of heating in the winter 
months, which challenged many, not least Anna our amazing 
accompanist! Our warm-ups at the start of rehearsals 
suddenly had a whole new purpose!  

The concert at Christmas was our first for two years and it was 
wonderful to have the amazing skills of organist Andrew 
Millington to accompany and support us in this performance. 
The choir sang with real energy, obviously enjoying having an 
audience to sing to. The baroque-themed first half balanced 
beautifully with Andrew’s well-chosen solo items, and the 
second half certainly kicked off the Christmas celebrations 
with our rousing chorus of Jingle Bells to round off the 
evening. A great atmosphere despite the cold.  

The spring term was somewhat warmer due to the heating 
being fixed, which made a huge difference to rehearsals. The 
choir rose to the very different challenges of two very 
contrasting settings of the Mass by Schubert and Puccini, both 
pieces requiring considerable musicianship and attention to 
detail. I think we all enjoyed the beautiful lyricism of the 
Schubert, and then in the Puccini the opportunity to sing as 
though we were on stage at Covent Garden.  

I know that many members of the choir were especially 
looking forward to singing with an orchestra again, and when 
we rehearsed on the afternoon of the concert we were able to 
raise our game to match the exquisite playing of the Shaldon 
Sinfonietta. Once again Anna had secured a first-rate group of 
players who balanced so well with the choir, and the reduced 
orchestration for the Puccini was particularly effective in both 
the full orchestra tuttis and the gentler sections, often with our 
brilliant soloists. James, Jon and Jenny loved working with us 
again and I am sure will be joining us again in future ventures.  

The concert was a triumphant end to a challenging year and 
my thanks to you all for your commitment to rehearsals. I am 
hopeful that this next year will be less challenging and look 
forward to working with you again in September.  

In the meantime, have a wonderful summer. 

Best wishes, Tim  

 


